My War Memories, 19144918
comprehensive. The amount of work involved was quite unprecedented. Never before has Fate suddenly placed so heavy a burden on human shoulders. With bowed head I prayed God the All-Knowing to give me strength for my new office.
The circumstances in which the Field-Marshal and I had been summoned to take supreme command were extremely critical. Whereas we had hitherto been able to conduct our great war of defence by that best means of waging war—the offensive—we were now reduced to a policy of pure defence.
The Entente had gathered up all their strength for a mighty and, as they thought, last great blow, thrown us on the 'defensive and brought Rumania into the field.
It was to be expected that the attacks on the Western Front, iri Italy, Macedonia and south of the Pripet would be intensified, while the Rumanians,-reinforced by Russians, would burst into Transylvania on our exposed right flank, or invade Bulgaria from the Dobrudja. Somewhere or other we were to receive our death-blow.
We also had to reckon on increased enemy activity in the Asiatic theatre. We were engaged in a battle of Titans, unparalleled in history. Our nerves and muscles braced themselves instinctively, for it was a question of saving the Fatherland from a position of extreme peril, as we had done at Tannenberg and in the operations around Lodz in less complicated but no less serious circumstances, At the moment I could not then fully appreciate how severely Rumania's entrance into the war would affect us economically. The critical military decisions we took in September were not dictated by that aspect of affairs.
In this death-grapple Germany and her Allies had been cut off from the world by a monstrous conspiracy and thrown back upon their own resources; they were facing the great military Powers of Europe who had the whole world at their disposal.
After the failure of the first great blow against France in 1914 there had been no change in the situation and Field-Marshal von Moltke's prophetic words of May I4th, 1890, had become a fact:
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